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Sunday Worship Services 10:00 am
Coffee Fellowship after Worship Service
Phone: 870-425-3799  email: fpcmh@centurytel.net
Office hours: 9:00 am to 3:00 pm

Monday- Thursday

Listen to the Loving Voice

Figurative thieves are all around: lliness steals time and energy. Inflation
robs many of financial stability. The bandit of social media chips away at
our productivity, self-esteem, quality time with loved ones. Prejudice and
oppression prey on certain groups of people. Doubtless, you can think of
other thieves and bandits.

But above their noise, listen for another sound: A warm voice whose lov-
ing tone calls us by name. A voice that puts us at ease because it’'s famil-
iar as a favorite blanket, a path we can walk in the dark, a song we know
by heart. That voice rising above any force that would steal and kill and
destroy is, according to John 10, the loving voice of God made known in
Jesus, caring for us as a good shepherd does his sheep. And lest you get
confused, thinking God is angry and judgmental, think again. That is the
sound of thieves and bandits; don’t listen to them, don’t follow them,
don’t give them your heart!

“l came,” says Jesus the Shepherd-Gate-Messiah-Savior, “that [you] may
have life and have it abundantly” (v. 10, NRSV).

—Heidi Hyland Mann
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Church Leadership Meetings

4 AUGUST SESSI ON UPDATE N

Session met on August 13, 2023 at 11:23 a.m. with all members present. The
Session did not meet on June 11, 2023 and July 9, 2023. Next scheduled Ses-
sion meeting will be September 3 immediately following the Service. A copy
of the May Session meeting minutes are posted in the mail room.

Respectfully submitted, Nancy Priest, Clerk of Session

- J

/ AUGUST DEACONS UPDATE\

The Deacons met August 23 at 2 pm. The meeting was attended by Deacons
Ellen Jordan, Loweta Rogers , Mary Smith and Martha Hasty, Deacon Moder-
ator. Absent and excused were Jackie Hoff and Eleanore Wheeler.

The minutes of the last meeting were reviewed and the Deacon fund was re-
ported with a balance of $2,459.16.
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Treasurer® Report as of July 31, 2023:

Donations/Deposits $ 8,030.00
Cleared Checks/Expenses $ 7,319.64
Bank Balance $ 56,353.56

Respectfully submitted, Nancy Priest, Treasurer “E;ﬂll']‘




VIISSION 1S

SAMARITANS PURSE CHRISTMAS SHOE BOXES
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Missions committee will meet on Wednesday, September 6 at

1:00 pm.

Mary Smith— Moderator




Women of the Church
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Sunday September 03 14th Sunday after Pentecost

Jeremi ahl PSalm826: 1
Romans2112Matthew8l16: 21

Sunday September 10 15th Sunday after Pentecost
Ezekiel 33:7-11 Psalm 119:33-40
Romans 13:8-14 Matthew 18:15-20

Sunday September 17 16th Sunday after Pentecost
Genesis 50:15-21 Psalm 103:1-13
Romans 14:1-12 Matthew 18:21-35

Sunday September 24 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Jonah 3:10-4:11 Psalm 145:1-8
Philippians 1:21-30 Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus, only in you do I find truth, and your truth sets me free (John 8:32).
I thank and praise, bless and love you.
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